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Climate and Diversity of Educational Institutions

Student alcohol and drug use

n After decreasing throughout the 1980s and early
1990s, drug use by high school seniors has begun
to rise again.  For example, the percentage of se-
niors who reported using cocaine any time in the
previous year rose from 3 to 6 percent between
1992 and 1997.  The percentage of seniors who
reported using marijuana rose from 22 to 39 per-
cent during this time period (see supplemental
table 46-1).

n While the percentage of high school seniors who
reported consuming alcohol any time during the
previous year decreased between 1979 and 1992,
it still remains high.  In 1997, 75 percent of high
school seniors reported consuming alcohol during

Alcohol and drug use can interfere with a student’s thinking, reduce a student’s academic
achievement, and is associated with violent crime.  Therefore, it is important for educators and
administrators to determine the scope of student drug and alcohol problems and how these
problems affect the school’s goal of providing a safe and effective learning environment.  The
percentage of students who report alcohol and drug use is an indicator of the prevalence of these
problems.

the previous year, and 53 percent reported
consuming alcohol in the previous 30 days (see
supplemental tables 46-1 and 46-2).

n In 1997, more 8th-, 10th-, and 12th-graders reported
that it would be “fairly easy” or “very easy” to
obtain marijuana than their counterparts in 1992
(see supplemental table 46-3).

n Between 1991 and 1997, the percentage of 8th-,
10th-, and 12th-graders who reported smoking ciga-
rettes in the previous 30 days increased, rising 5
percentage points for 8th-graders, 9 percentage
points for 10th-graders, and 8 percentage points
for 12th-graders (see supplemental table 46-2).

Percentage of high school seniors who reported using alcohol or drugs any time during the previous
year, by type of drug:  School years 1975–97

— Not available.

* In 1993, the questions regarding alcohol consumption were changed;
therefore, data for alcohol use from 1993 through 1997 may not be
comparable to those for earlier years.  For example, in 1993, the original
wording produced an estimate of 76 percent for alcohol use.  The new
wording produced an estimate of 73 percent.

NOTE:  Only drug use not under a doctor’s orders is included.

SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.

Type of drug 1975 1978 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Alcohol 84.8 87.7 87.0 86.0 85.7 80.6 *72.7 *73.0 *73.7 *72.5 *74.8

Marijuana 40.0 50.2 46.1 40.0 36.3 27.0 26.0 30.7 34.7 35.8 38.5

Any illicit drug other than marijuana 26.2 27.1 34.0 28.0 24.1 17.9 17.1 18.0 19.4 19.8 20.7

  Stimulants 16.2 17.1 26.0 17.7 12.2 9.1 8.4 9.4 9.3 9.5 10.2

  LSD 7.2 6.3 6.5 4.7 5.2 5.4 6.8 6.9 8.4 8.8 8.4

  Cocaine 5.6 9.0 12.4 11.6 10.3 5.3 3.3 3.6 4.0 4.9 5.5

  Sedatives 11.7 9.9 10.5 6.6 4.1 3.6 3.4 4.2 4.9 5.3 5.4

   Tranquilizers 10.6 9.9 8.0 6.1 5.5 3.5 3.5 3.7 4.4 4.6 4.7

Inhalants — 4.1 4.1 5.1 6.9 6.9 7.0 7.7 8.0 7.6 6.7
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NOTE:  In 1975, data for use of inhalants were not available.  Only drug 
use not under a doctor's orders is included.

SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for 
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.
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* In 1993, the questions regarding alcohol consumption were changed; 
therefore, data for alcohol use from 1993 through 1997 may not be 
comparable to those for earlier years.  For example, in 1993, the original 
wording produced an estimate of 76 percent for alcohol use.  The new 
wording produced an estimate of 73 percent.  Both data points for 1993 
are presented on the graphs.  
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Supplemental Tables and Notes

Table 46-1 Percentage of high school seniors who reported using alcohol or drugs any time
during the previous year, by type of drug:  School years 1975–97

— Not available.

* In 1993, the questions regarding alcohol consumption changed;
therefore, data for alcohol use from 1993 through 1997 may not be
comparable to earlier years.  For example, in 1993, the original wording
produced an estimate of 76 percent for alcohol use.  The new wording
produced an estimate of 73 percent.

NOTE:  Only drug use not under a doctor’s orders is included.

SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.

Type of drug 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
Alcohol 84.8 85.7 87.0 87.7 88.1 87.9 87.0 86.8 87.3 86.0 85.6 84.5
Marijuana 40.0 44.5 47.6 50.2 50.8 48.8 46.1 44.3 42.3 40.0 40.6 38.8

Any illicit drug other than marijuana 26.2 25.4 26.0 27.1 28.2 30.4 34.0 30.1 28.4 28.0 27.4 25.9
   Stimulants 16.2 15.8 16.3 17.1 18.3 20.8 26.0 20.3 17.9 17.7 15.8 13.4
   LSD 7.2 6.4 5.5 6.3 6.6 6.5 6.5 6.1 5.4 4.7 4.4 4.5
   Cocaine 5.6 6.0 7.2 9.0 12.0 12.3 12.4 11.5 11.4 11.6 13.1 12.7
   Sedatives 11.7 10.7 10.8 9.9 9.9 10.3 10.5 9.1 7.9 6.6 5.8 5.2

   Tranquilizers 10.6 10.3 10.8 9.9 9.6 8.7 8.0 7.0 6.9 6.1 6.1 5.8
Inhalants — 3.0 3.7 4.1 5.4 4.6 4.1 4.5 4.3 5.1 5.7 6.1

Type of drug 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Alcohol 85.7 85.3 82.7 80.6 77.7 76.8 *72.7 *73.0 *73.7 *72.5 *74.8
Marijuana 36.3 33.1 29.6 27.0 23.9 21.9 26.0 30.7 34.7 35.8 38.5

Any illicit drug other than marijuana 24.1 21.1 20.0 17.9 16.2 14.9 17.1 18.0 19.4 19.8 20.7
   Stimulants 12.2 10.9 10.8 9.1 8.2 7.1 8.4 9.4 9.3 9.5 10.2
   LSD 5.2 4.8 4.9 5.4 5.2 5.6 6.8 6.9 8.4 8.8 8.4
   Cocaine 10.3 7.9 6.5 5.3 3.5 3.1 3.3 3.6 4.0 4.9 5.5
   Sedatives 4.1 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.6 2.9 3.4 4.2 4.9 5.3 5.4

   Tranquilizers 5.5 4.8 3.8 3.5 3.6 2.8 3.5 3.7 4.4 4.6 4.7
Inhalants 6.9 6.5 5.9 6.9 6.6 6.2 7.0 7.7 8.0 7.6 6.7
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Table 46-2 Percentage of students who reported using alcohol or drugs any time during the
previous 30 days, by type of drug and grade:  School years 1991–97

* In 1993, the questions regarding alcohol consumption changed;
therefore, data for alcohol use from 1993 through 1997 may not be
comparable to earlier years.  For example, in 1993, the original wording
produced an estimate of 26 percent for alcohol use of 8th-graders.  The
new wording produced an estimate of 24 percent.

NOTE:  Only drug use not under a doctor’s orders is included.

SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.

Type of drug and grade 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Alcohol
    8th-graders 25.1 26.1 *24.3 *25.5 *24.6 *26.2 *24.5
    10th-graders 42.8 39.9 *38.2 *39.2 *38.8 *40.4 *40.1
    12th-graders 54.0 51.3 *48.6 *50.1 *51.3 *50.8 *52.7
Marijuana/hashish
    8th-graders 3.2 3.7 5.1 7.8 9.1 11.3 10.2
    10th-graders 8.7 8.1 10.9 15.8 17.2 20.4 20.5
    12th-graders 13.8 11.9 15.5 19.0 21.2 21.9 23.7
Any illicit drug other than marijuana
    8th-graders 3.8 4.7 5.3 5.6 6.5 6.9 6.0
    10th-graders 5.5 5.7 6.5 7.1 8.9 8.9 8.8
    12th-graders 7.1 6.3 7.9 8.8 10.0 9.5 10.7
   Stimulants
    8th-graders 2.6 3.3 3.6 3.6 4.2 4.6 3.8
    10th-graders 3.3 3.6 4.3 4.5 5.3 5.5 5.1
    12th-graders 3.2 2.8 3.7 4.0 4.0 4.1 4.8
   LSD
    8th-graders 0.6 0.9 1.0 1.1 1.4 1.5 1.5
    10th-graders 1.5 1.6 1.6 2.0 3.0 2.4 2.8
    12th-graders 1.9 2.0 2.4 2.6 4.0 2.5 3.1
   Cocaine
    8th-graders 0.5 0.7 0.7 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.1
    10th-graders 0.7 0.7 0.9 1.2 1.7 1.7 2.0
    12th-graders 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.5 1.8 2.0 2.3
   Tranquilizers
    8th-graders 0.8 0.8 0.9 1.1 1.2 1.5 1.2
    10th-graders 1.2 1.5 1.1 1.5 1.7 1.7 2.2
    12th-graders 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.8 2.0 1.8
Cigarettes
    8th-graders 14.3 15.5 16.7 18.6 19.1 21.0 19.4
    10th-graders 20.8 21.5 24.7 25.4 27.9 30.4 29.8
    12th-graders 28.3 27.8 29.9 31.2 33.5 34.0 36.5
Inhalants
    8th-graders 4.4 4.7 5.4 5.6 6.1 5.8 5.6
    10th-graders 2.7 2.7 3.3 3.6 3.5 3.3 3.0
    12th-graders 2.4 2.3 2.5 2.7 3.2 2.5 2.5
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Table 46-3 Percentage of students who reported that it would be “fairly easy” or “very easy” to
get drugs, by type of drug and grade: School years 1992–97

Type of drug and grade 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Alcohol
    8th-graders 76.2 73.9 74.5 74.9 75.3 74.9
    10th-graders 88.6 88.9 89.8 89.7 90.4 89.0
    12th-graders — — — — — —

Marijuana
    8th-graders 42.3 43.8 49.9 52.4 54.8 54.2
    10th-graders 65.2 68.4 75.0 78.1 81.1 80.5
    12th-graders 82.7 83.0 85.5 88.5 88.7 89.6

Heroin
    8th-graders 19.7 19.8 19.4 21.1 20.6 19.8
    10th-graders 24.3 24.3 24.7 24.6 24.8 24.4
    12th-graders 34.9 33.7 34.1 35.1 32.2 33.8

LSD
    8th-graders 21.5 21.8 21.8 23.5 23.6 22.7
    10th-graders 33.6 35.8 36.1 39.8 41.0 38.3
    12th-graders 44.5 49.2 50.8 53.8 51.3 50.7

Cocaine
    8th-graders 25.7 25.9 26.4 27.8 27.2 26.9
    10th-graders 35.0 34.1 34.5 35.3 36.9 37.1
    12th-graders 48.0 45.4 43.7 43.8 44.4 43.3

Tranquilizers
    8th-graders 22.9 21.4 20.4 21.3 20.4 19.6
    10th-graders 31.6 30.5 29.8 30.6 30.3 28.7
    12th-graders 40.9 41.1 39.2 37.8 36.0 35.4

Cigarettes
    8th-graders 77.8 75.5 76.1 76.4 76.9 76.0
    10th-graders 89.1 89.4 90.3 90.7 91.3 89.6
    12th-graders — — — — — —

— Not available.

NOTE: Respondents answered the question “How difficult do you think it
would be for you to get each of the following types of drugs, if you wanted
some?” on the following scale: “probably impossible,” “very difficult,” “fairly
difficult,” “fairly easy,” or “very easy.”  Eighth- and 10th-graders were also

given the response option “Can’t say, drug unfamiliar.”  Percentages include
responses of “fairly easy” and “very easy.”

SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.
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Standard Error Tables

Table S44 Standard errors for the text table in Indicator 44

SOURCE:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, March
Current Population Surveys.

Table S46 Standard errors for the text table in Indicator 46

— Not available. SOURCE:  University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for
Social Research, Monitoring the Future Study.

Selected family characteristics 1972 1977 1982 1987 1992 1997
Mother's highest education level 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5
  Less than high school diploma 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7
  High school diploma or GED 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6
  Some college 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5
  Bachelor's degree or higher
Percentage of young adults
  whose mothers were employed 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7
Percentage of young adults
  whose fathers were employed 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5
Family type
  Two-parent household 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.9
  Father as head of household 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4
  Mother as head of household 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 0.8
Number of other children in household
  0–1 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9
  2–3 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9
  4 or more 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.4

Type of drug 1975 1978 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Alcohol 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3

Marijuana 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4

Any illicit drug other than marijuana 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3

   Stimulants 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

   LSD 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

   Cocaine 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

   Sedatives 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

   Tranquilizers 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

Inhalants — 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2


